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In the late 20th century, scientific research about child brain development exploded, as
scientists discovered that the vast majority of brain development takes place during the first
three years of a child’s life. At the same time, increasingly, child care was becoming one of the
most common contexts in which child development unfolds. The intersection of brain
development science and increasingly common child care turned attention to child care
settings as an important factor in children’s brain development.

In the early 2000s, Louisiana served only 27% of 4-year-olds in pre-kindergarten (pre-K), and
the state ranked last in the country for access to child care for 3-year-olds. The state’s early
care and education (ECE) regulatory structures met only 4 out of 10 national benchmarks with
no required teacher professional development or minimum staff-child ratios. Yet, based on
science and their understanding of the state’s workforce, Louisiana’s ECE advocates
recognized that affordable, high-quality ECE opportunities could be a game-changer for both
children and their families, as well as for the state as a whole, and they began to organize
themselves to support families with young children.

The story of ECE in Louisiana is a story of laying the groundwork to create fertile conditions for
advancing ECE and seizing upon opportunities as they arose. The story of ECE in Louisiana is a
story of tireless people coming together, from inside and outside government, from both sides
of the political aisle, and from business and nonprofit sectors across the state, to make progress
inch by inch, never losing focus on the importance of early childhood experiences. 

States across the country have a lot to learn from Louisiana’s story.

A Modern History of Early Care and Education in Louisiana:A Modern History of Early Care and Education in Louisiana:
A Movement Still Underway

Use research to inform policy and advocacy.
Respect each group’s role and expertise.
Progress is incremental, but that doesn’t mean it needs to be slow.
“Setbacks” are never just setbacks.
Clarity on desired outcomes illuminates opportunities.

1Sponsored by the Entergy Charitable Foundation.



The Louisiana legislature passes the Louisiana Early
Childhood Act, which places authority and funding for
child care (0-3) under the LDE. The bill spurs activity
related to ECE, including new development standards
and a revamped accountability system.

2012
The Louisiana legislature creates the state’s
Early Childhood Education Fund, which matches
locally raised funding for ECE. The same year,
New Orleans makes its first local investment in
ECE, which it doubles the following year.

2017
Louisiana passes legislation that creates the
Quality Start Rating System and School
Readiness Tax Credits (SRTCs). Quality Start
creates quality standards for child care centers
(0-3), and SRTCs incentivize quality
improvements through tax credits.

2007
The Louisiana legislature creates the Louisiana
Early Childhood Care and Education Commission
to develop a vision and plan to address
affordable, quality child care. 

2018

New Orleans voters approve a millage that raises
$21 million annually in local funding for ECE.

20222020
The Covid-19 pandemic disrupts the world, including
child care centers and families who depend on them. ECE advocates secure a combination of

recurring sports betting revenue, one-time
surplus funding, and other recurring revenue
sources.

2021

Governor Kathleen Blanco and the Louisiana
legislature expand funding for LA4 to ensure all
at-risk children have access to the program.

2004 – 2008
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita hit, devastating
southern Louisiana. The storms provide access
to unprecedented funding for rebuilding, which
Early Care and Education (ECE) advocates use
to rebuild quality programs. 

2005
Louisiana passes legislation to create the LA4
pre-kindergarten program under the Louisiana
Department of Education (LDE).

2001
Governor Mike Foster creates the Children’s
Cabinet, which is charged with ensuring that
children enter school ready to succeed.

1998

Speak to any ECE advocate in Louisiana today, and they will be clear that the work is not done,
yet Louisiana’s ECE systems have made remarkable progress over the past two decades.

IN 2020, LOUISIANA SERVED:

90% of at-risk 
4-year-olds served

in high-quality
programs

32% of at-risk 
3-year-olds served

in high-quality
programs

Less than 14% of
at-risk 2-year-olds

served in high-
quality programs

12% of at-risk 
1-year-olds served

in high-quality
programs

6% of at-risk
infants served in

high-quality
programs

90% 32% <14%

12% 6%
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Fiscal Year State Funding

2012-13

2013-14

2014-15

2015-16

2016-17

2017-18

2018-19

2019-20

2020-21

$31 million

$56 million

$54 million

$24 million

$51 million

$49 million

$49 million

$64 million

$54 million

2021-22

2022-23

$54 million

$97 million

Because of the tireless work of ECE advocates, including representatives from academia,
nonprofits, governmental leaders, child care providers, and the business community, Louisiana
now serves 90% of at-risk 4-year-olds in pre-K programs. The number of high-quality ECE
providers serving younger children continues to grow each year, ensuring that more and more
families have access to affordable, high-quality programs. The state’s funding for ECE
programs has grown by over $60 million in the past decade, from $31 million in 2012 to $97
million in 2022. Additionally, funding options for children younger than age 4 continue to
grow, namely through the state Early Childhood Education Fund and local funding options. 

Louisiana’s ECE journey is far from over, and the work continues as advocates continue to
pursue increased funding at both the state and local levels. It will be exciting to see where the
movement goes next.

2012: $31 million
2022: $97 million
Early Childhood Education Fund for matching locally raised funds: $50.6 million

LOUISIANA'S STATE FUNDING FOR ECE HAS INCREASED BY MORE
THAN $60 MILLION OVER THE LAST DECADE.
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